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Jaeger Kitchens; A division 
of Jaeger Lumber 

A vibrant, welcoming kitchen is 
the heart of the home. For decades, 
the talented team of designers at 
Jaeger Kitchens has helped New Jer-
sey homeowners make their dreams 
of a bath or kitchen remodel a real-
ity. In fact, any room in your home 
can be a showplace. As a valued 
division of the Jaeger Lumber team, 
Jaeger Kitchens offers top-quality 
cabinets, moldings, countertops, 
and more to help you transform any 
room at a price you can afford.

Jaeger Kitchens offers products 
and materials from some of the 

most respected names in the build-
ing and remodeling industry. Our 
responsive team of designers, sales 
professionals, and installers in New 
Jersey are committed to helping you 
make your home an attractive, func-
tional, and relaxing environment for 
everyone to enjoy. We invite you to 
explore our products and services 
on our website. Then bring your 
imagination to a Jaeger Kitchens 
design center in Union, Stirling, 
Madison, Middlesex, Belmar, or Pt. 
Pleasant Beach to get started.

Since 1937, Jaeger Lumber has 
provided homeowners and contrac-
tors throughout New Jersey with 
top-quality building products and 
installation services you can trust. 
Our talented teams are passionate 
about what they do, and provide 
responsive, personalized service so 
you’ll never get lost in the shuffle. 
To learn more, contact us or visit us 
at one of our convenient locations in 
New Jersey today. We look forward 
to serving your home improvement 
and building needs.

Call today for a 
consultation and estimate

800-896-9073

—  ADVERTISEMENT  —

A Division of Jaeger Lumber

There’s no denying that our gifted designers at Jaeger Kitchens love what they do.
Whether you’re a contractor who needs assistance with a cabinetry project or

you’re a homeowner interested in a bathroom remodel, no project is
too big or too small for our designers.

https://www.jaegerlumber.com
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2435 Rt. #35, Manasquan, NJ
(732) 528-6909

HARDWARE 
STORE
Benjamin Moore Paints
Hardware • Plumbing
Electrical
Hand & Power Tools
Cleaning Supplies
Key Cut • Screen Repair

LAWN & GARDEN 
CENTER
Lawn Food • Plant Food
Insect Control • Grass Seed
Tools  • Soils & Mulches
Annuals & Perennials
Hanging Baskets • Planters
Pumpkins • Mums 

SEASONAL DECOR
Halloween Decor & Blowups
Light Sets • Wreaths • Garlands
Decorations  (Seasonal only Nov.-Dec.)

PATIO SHOP
Weber Grills • Big Green Egg Grills
Treager Grills & Pellets
Outdoor Heating
Patio Furniture & Umbrellas

FALL REFRESH STARTS HERE
A’s Home Center

A’s Home Center
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

9:00-5:00

PROPANE
Filling Station
Tank Exchange
(also available)
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Bulk Materials  |  Building & Landscape Stone  |  Pavers
Reclaimed Antique Stone  |  Custom Stone Fabrication

Fulfi lling all your landscape, hardscape and
natural stone needs for 90 years!

1661 Hwy 34 South, 
Wall, NJ 07719

Phone: (732) 938-5252
njgravelsand.com

https://njgravelsand.com
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Bouquets to Remember
123 Main Street,  Manasquan
732.528.0300
Hours: Tues-Fri 10-5:30 - Sat 10-5

2BR
�

to remember
bouquets

flowers and gifts

123 Main Street, Manasquan
732.528.0300

fl owers & gifts

FINISHING TOUCHES TO COMPLEMENT
                   ALL YOUR DESIGN STYLES.

HOME DÉCOR AND UNIQUELY DISTINCTIVE GIFTSHOME DÉCOR AND UNIQUELY DISTINCTIVE GIFTSHOME DÉCOR AND UNIQUELY DISTINCTIVE GIFTS

to remember

fl owers & gifts

https://hoffmantankremoval.com
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itchen renovations continue to top the list of im-
provements that o
er a high rate of return on in-
vestment. Buyers pay attention to kitchens, which 
undoubtedly affects the ROI of kitchen reno-

vations. According to the Journal of Light Construction’s 
“Cost vs. Value Report 2025,” a minor kitchen remodel of-
fers an ROI of 113 percent, while a midrange remodel o
ers 
an ROI of 51 percent. Replacing a kitchen countertop can 
help homeowners see improvements to the functionality of 
their spaces and improve the value of their homes.

According to data from Grand View Research, the U.S. 
countertops market is projected to reach $35.57 billion in 
2026, driven by homeowners who desire high-value reno-
vations over relocating. Those thinking about overhauling 
their spaces with new countertops can consider the leading 
materials and how they rank in cost, maintenance and du-
rability.

ENGINEERED QUARTZ
The National Kitchen & Bath Association reports that 

78 percent of design professionals expect quartz to be the 
preferred countertop material over the next several years. 
Quartz is non-porous, so it will resist stains, scratches and 
bacteria infiltration without having to be sealed. Unlike nat-
ural stone, quartz o
ers pattern uniformity, which makes 
it easier to map out seamless transitions. Quartz costs be-
tween $50 and $150 per square foot installed.

GRANITE
Granite still holds a considerable chunk of the counter-

tops market and remains a solid standard for those who 
value a one-of-a-kind look of natural stone. Granite has ex-
ceptional heat resistance and adds significant resale value. 
However, it requires periodic sealing to maintain its good 
looks. Costs range from $40 to $190 per square foot.

PORCELAIN
Porcelain tiles and slabs are projected to become the fast-

est-growing segment in the ceramic tiles market, accord-
ing to reports from Yahoo Finance. High-precision print-
ing technology enables porcelain to mimic rare marble 
and other stone with superior accuracy. Porcelain is even 
harder than granite and e
ectively impervious to UV rays. 
This makes the material a solid choice for outdoor kitchens. 
Plus, at a cost of $60 to $120 per square foot, it is competi-
tive with other similar materials. 

BUTCHER BLOCK
Those who appreciate a soft, organic texture and 

“warmth” in their spaces can look to butcher block. Wood 
is making a comeback, as many homeowners are moving 
away from stark, white designs. Butcher block is self-heal-
ing, meaning scratches can be sanded out. Butcher block 
costs between $50 and $150 per square foot. 

LAMINATE
Laminate is a budget-friendly option for homeowners at 

$20 to $80 per square foot, but is not as durable as other 
materials. Some laminates mimic the look of high-end ma-
terials, and they don’t require much maintenance.

Countertops affect the look and feel of kitchens and other interior and exterior spaces. Choosing materials comes 
down to cost, durability and maintenance.

A rundown on countertops K
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SPECIALIZING IN NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION | RENOVATION SERVICES | ADDITIONS | KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, ELEVATORS, PERGOLAS, ROOFING & SIDING

LUXURY CUSTOM HOME BUILDER
New Jersey’s premier family-owned custom home building contractor

302 Washington Ave - Suite 103 • Spring Lake, NJ 07762 • (732) 598-0424
www.strevensandsons.com  |        @ strevensandsons 

“On every job, I ask myself, ‘If this were my home, how would I treat the project?’ That’s been a guiding principle of ours for over three decades.”
JOHN STREVENS PRESIDENT

        @ 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
904 Main Street, Belmar

732.894.9415    
downtowntile.net

One-on-One 
Personal Service

~
Over 25 years Experience

http://www.strevensandsons.com
https://downtowntile.net
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732-598-1680
Sea Girt, NJ

maidatthebeach.com

Weekly
Bi-Weekly
Monthly

Special
Occasions
Move In/

Move Outs

Residential & Commercial

It’s Fall
Cleaning

Time!

“Join us in celebrating 30 years in business”

Open 7 Days • 649 Arnold Avenue • 732-295-9243
At the Intersection of Arnold & Bay Ave. in the ♥ of Point Pleasant Beach, NJ

www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com

Make your house a home

http://www.pointbeachinteriorsnj.com
https://maidathebeach.com
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Designing Dream Homes. Creating Extraordinary Living.

CONTACT US
732.223.0900  |  LawrenceMayer.com
709 Riverview Dr.  Brielle, NJ 08730

Where Beautiful Living Begins — Inside and Out
At Lawrence-Mayer Interiors, we believe your home should 
feel like a personal sanctuary from the moment you arrive. 

Elegant Interiors  |  Seamless Indoor-Outdoor Living
Luxury Outdoor Living Spaces

PHOTO CREDIT: TORI SIKKEMA PHOTOGRAPHYPHOTO CREDIT: TORI SIKKEMA PHOTOGRAPHY

here’s no shortage of ways to utilize interior 
spaces in a home. Interior spaces have grown 
considerably in recent decades. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, the median size 

of a new home in 1980 was 1,595 square feet. By 2018, 
the median size of a newly constructed home was 
2,386 square feet. Though Realtor.com data indicates 
the median home size started to shrink between 2015 
and 2025, modern homes continue to provide lots of 
room to maneuver.

When confronted with ample interior space, 
homeowners may wonder what to do with all that 
extra room. Playrooms can be a great way to uti-
lize extra space to the fullest, particularly in homes 
with children. Parents planning a playroom in their 
homes can consider these tips to ensure the space 
becomes a fun room everyone can enjoy.

MEASURE THE SPACE
Measuring the dimensions in a prospective play-

room can erase any doubts homeowners may have 
regarding how much space they have to work with. 
Taking measurements also makes it easier to identi-
fy which furnishings, including couches and storage 
units, will fit comfortably into the space. Homeown-
ers who plan to install new flooring or carpeting 
also will need to know the dimensions to get an ac-

curate idea of how much that portion of the conver-
sion project will cost.

KEEP IN MIND YOUNG CHILDREN’S 
PREFERENCES TO STAY CLOSE

A basement playroom may work as children enter 
their tweens and early adolescence, but such sepa-
ration from the rest of the home may compel young 
children to avoid the space. Elementary school chil-
dren and younger kids generally like to stay close 
to Mom and Dad, so a basement playroom may 
not be ideal for such youngsters. In such instances, 
converting a seldom-used formal dining room into 
a temporary playroom may be a better option. As 
children age, the basement can be utilized as a play-
room with greater frequency until it becomes the 
lone play space in the home.

EMPHASIZE ORGANIZATION
Playrooms can quickly be overrun by toys. 

Though no two children are exactly the same, the 
professionals at Brain Balance Achievement Centers 
note the expected attention span of a two-year-old 
is four to six minutes. A four-year-old’s expected at-
tention span may peak at 12 minutes, while an eight-
year-old’s expected attention span is between 16 and 
24 minutes. That means kids will pivot from one toy 
to another with frequency, which underscores the 

need for ample storage. Storage should be built into 
the design of the space after measuring its dimen-
sions. Avoid storage solutions that extend too high 
up the wall, as that’s hard for children to reach and 
might lead to accidents. Creative storage solutions 
abound online, and parents are urged to exercise 
due diligence to find the safest, most e�ective units 
for their children and their space.

MAKE IT MULTI-GENERATIONAL
Free play is important for youngsters, but kids will 

want Mom or Dad and even older siblings nearby 
even when they’re playing on their own. So it makes 
sense to equip the space with areas that accommo-
date everyone in the household. A reading chair for 
adults and a ping pong table and arcade game for 
older kids can ensure everyone gets to have fun in 
the playroom.

Plan a playroom all can enjoy

A playroom can make for a fun way to utilize extra space 
inside a home. 

T
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GARAGE DOOR 
INSTALLATION AND SERVICE
OCEAN & MONMOUTH COUNTY, NJ

 (732) 808-9775
Beverlydoors@gmail.com
www.beverlydoors.com

10+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

SAME DAY REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

TOP-QUALITY PRODUCTS

LICENSED & INSURED

FAMILY-OWNED GARAGE
DOOR EXPERTS

732-449-1122
THECOASTALCLEANINGCREW.COM

GUTTER CLEANING • WINDOW CLEANING
SIDING CLEANING • PAVER CLEANING • SOFTWASH

PRESSURE WASHING • LOW PRESSURE ROOF WASHING

Automation Specialists

Experience the Movement
732.223.6662
2408 Route 34N

Manasquan (Wall), NJ

Pickup & Delivery Available

1717 Hwy 71, Belmar

848-404-9188
walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com

walllawnmowers.com

Don’t wait for the fi rst 
snowfall, call today!

Wall Lawnmower

SERVICE
GENERATORS, SNOWBLOWERS & MORE

Convenient and Professional Shop at Home Service
CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • SAND & FINISH 

Call for a Free Estimate
tel  844 4 Floorz
       (844 435 6679)NJHIC# 13HV08368300

(20% OFF applied to any
installed order above $1,000)

Exp. 11-12-2026Fall Sale 20% OFF

• No high pressure sales    
• Fully Insured
• Free estimates

• Free premium padding
• Quality Installation 
• Brand Name Products

(20% OFF applied to any

Fall Sale 20% OFFFall Sale 20% OFFFall Sale 20% OFFFall Sale 20% OFF
Floors Floors Floors NJ

mailto:Beverlydoors@gmail.com
http://www.beverlydoors.com
mailto:walllawnmowerrepair@yahoo.com
https://thecoastalcleaningcrew.com
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Plantation Shutters 
Wood & Composite Motorization

Woven Shades
Roller Shades

Hunter Douglas Showcase
Full Workroom

Upholstery

Like us on Facebook 
Follow us on Instagram

1101 Industrial Parkway
Bricktown, NJ 08724

milltexhome@verizon.net

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

mailto:milltexhome@verizon.net
https://aspen-treeandturf.com
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2490 Tiltons Corner Road, Wall Township, NJ 07719
www. tomrostron.com • 732- 250- 0213

#19HC00478500 - NJ Home Improvement License • #13VH005733400 - New Jersey Electrical License & Business Permit • #34EB01279500 - NJ PL License #36BI01126300

Premium Heating, Cooling, Plumbing & Electric Services 
for Monmouth & Ocean County

“A Company of Quality”

HEATING SEASON IS HERE!
Premium Heating Installation & Repairs

Ask us about 
the Save Green 

program! 
Get Ahead of Winter

Contact us today about a 
free estimate on a system upgrade, 

heating service repair or 
maintenance package

Financing Available
We offer affordable payment 
plans to meet your equipment 
needs and your monthly budget.

Ask about our Service Membership Program 

Cooling • Heating Electrical • Plumbing

http://www.tomrostron.com


WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COMPAGE 16  STAR NEWS GROUP  OCTOBER 8 & 9, 2026

Fabricators of Marble, Granite, Quartzite,
Porcelain, and Quartz Solid Surfaces.

Visit our showroom and explore all the new trends 
and timeless classics for your countertops.

Over 25 Years!

Follow Us
@idealfabricationsnj

(732) 751-0074
www.idealfabrications.com

304 Squankum Road, Farmingdale NJ
Owner: Dave Zupko, Manasquan Resident

Photos Courtesy of Popovitch Builders

Homeowners can consider any number of features when looking to 
give their living spaces a fresh look.  

Features 
that can redefine 
a living room

pring is widely cherished as a season of 
rejuvenation. As winter winds down, 
many people embrace the arrival of spring 
blooms and the regrowth of grass on the 

ground and leaves on the trees, which can 
breathe new life into landscapes that might have 
grown a bit stale in previous months. 

That same staleness can a�ect a home’s in-
terior as well. Home interiors can benefit from 
periodic updates in much the same way a land-
scape benefits when spring blooms return. As 
homeowners seek to refresh their living spac-
es, they can consider these features to redefine 
their living rooms.

• Fireplace: A wood-burning fireplace is un-
deniably a game changer when looking to rede-
fine a living space. But such a project could be 
a significant undertaking in a home that does 
not already feature a wood-burning fireplace. 
Homeowners who want to add a wood-burning 
fireplace can reinvent a living room, but they 
will likely need to adhere to building codes, se-
cure permits and even consult with an engineer 
to ensure such an addition does not a�ect the 
structural integrity of the home. A gas-powered 
fireplace is a less demanding project, but will 
also require some extra work if homeowners 
need to connect a gas line where no such line 
currently exists. A plug-in electric fireplace can 
create a new ambiance and will not require as 
much time, e�ort and money as the alternatives.

• Co�ered ceiling: A co�ered ceilings can 
immediately redefine the impression people 
get of a living space. Co�ered ceilings feature a 
series of rectangular, square or octagonal grids 
that are typically accentuated by molding. Cof-
fered ceilings provide a luxurious and even his-
toric aesthetic, making them an ideal addition 
for homeowners looking to redefine an existing 
space.

• Windows: New windows are another op-
tion when homeowners are hoping to redefine 
a living room. Modern windows are energy-ef-
ficient, so replacing aging windows may help 
homeowners combat rising energy costs. If a 
yard is a notable feature of a home’s exterior, 
new windows that accentuate the view from a 
living space can quickly redefine how residents 
and guests see the room. Permits may be nec-
essary if you’re expanding existing windows, 
but that can be worth it if you’re able to design 
the space around the view. All that extra natural 
light also may reinvent the feeling people get 
upon entering the space.

• Wallpaper: Interior design specialists note 
that wallpaper is making a comeback. Wallpaper 
can be used to draw attention to a wall in much 
the same way bold colors are chosen for accent 
walls. Wallpaper on an accent wall can feature 
a bold pattern or a strong color to add a sense 
of personality to a room that might be lacking if 
the walls are currently painted in neutral colors. 

S

http://www.idealfabrications.com
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roof is a vital component 
of a home that protects the 
structure from the elements 
and ensures that sun, rain, 

wind, and snow do not compromise 
the integrity of interior spaces. Peak 
Performance Roofing says the average 
asphalt shingle roof found on many 
homes lasts between 15 and 30 years. 
Alternative roofing materials, such as 
metal or clay tiles, can last much lon-
ger.

Homeowners who stay in a home 
for many years will likely need to re-
place a roof at some point. Choosing 
when to replace the roof may come 
down to selecting the right season. Ex-
perts typically consider fall the prime 
time to upgrade a roof for a variety of 
reasons. 

• Moderate temperatures: Fall 
weather tends to be comfortable in 
many regions of the country. Mag-
nolia  Home Remodeling Group says 
fall temperatures are better suited for 
roofing and allow materials to work 
the best. When temperatures are too 
hot, shingles can become soft and 

prone to scu�ng, while cold tempera-
tures can make materials brittle and 
di�cult to seal.

• Comfort for workers: The same 
moderate conditions can make it eas-
ier for roofing contractors to get the 
work done. It can be extremely hot on 
a roof during summer, necessitating 
frequent breaks for workers. Winter 
weather conditions are not ideal for 
working on a roof, with snow and ice 
making things slippery. Fall weather 
can help workers feel more comfort-
able.

• Avoid the rush: Roofing compa-
nies say spring and early summer are 
peak seasons for roofing contractors 
due to post-winter repairs. Homeown-
ers may experience shorter wait times, 
better pricing and flexible scheduling 
if they opt for a fall roof replacement.

• Prepare for winter: Getting a 
roof in the fall means having a new 
and functional barrier against winter 
storms that can be hard on old roofs. 
It also means the roof will be ready for 
rainy, spring weather.

The benefits of a fall roof replacement

Fall is an ideal time to replace a roof for many reasons. Homeowners can use the summer 
to vet various roofing contractors and come up with a package that fits their schedules 
and budgets. 

A

https://manasquanlighting.com
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615 Bay Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

www.taylorflooringnj.com
732-899-9797

Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl • Custom Area Rugs
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Hours: Monday-Friday 10-5 • Saturday 10-4

REVAMP YOUR HOME
 for Fall!

R.W. SCHRADER
TITLE AGENCY, LLC

3100 BRIDGE AVE., #3
POINT PLEASANT, N.J. 08742-3472

T-732-475-6190
rwstitle.com

info@rwstitle.com
BILL SCHRADER

R.W. Schrader Title Agency is a full-service title 
agency operating in the state of New Jersey providing 
title searches, title insurance and settlement services 
in all 21 counties.

If you are buying or refi nancing you will need to 
have title work done. Remember, you pick your own 
title agency!

Celebrating 

10 YEARS 
in Business!

unctionality is important when 
designing the interior spaces in 
a home. Homeowners who re-
design their interior spaces can 

emphasize functionality to help reduce 
clutter and create a more e�cient and 
even calming space.

Laundry rooms may not be the most 
glamorous rooms in a home, but they 
do get lots of usage, particularly in 
homes with children. Because laun-
dry rooms tend to be well tra�cked 
areas, it makes sense for homeowners 
to make them as functional and us-
er-friendly as possible. With that in 
mind, homeowners can consider these 
tips to make laundry rooms more func-
tional spaces.

• Purchase laundry pedestals 
with storage capacity. Laundry ped-
estals make useful additions to a laun-
dry room. Many homeowners place 
their washing machines and dryers on 
top of pedestals with storage drawers, 
which can be used to store everything 
from dryer sheets to clothes irons to 

stain removal kits. Pedestals can be 
particularly useful in cramped laundry 
rooms where the only means to adding 
storage is to go up and not out.

• Install a freestanding laundry 
sink. A laundry sink also adds function 
to a laundry room by enabling home-
owners to hand wash certain clothes 
and apply stain removal products in 
the same space where the rest of their 
clothes are being cleaned. Installing a 
laundry sink is a relatively inexpen-
sive job, but the cost may go up if new 
plumbing, venting or electrical work is 
necessary. 

• Add a countertop work space. 
If you already have ample storage and 
won’t be placing the washer or dryer 
atop a laundry pedestal, then installing 
some countertop above the appliances 
can add function and aesthetic appeal. 
A countertop workspace above a dry-
er provides an accessible space to fold 
laundry the moment it dries, reducing 
the likelihood that clothes will become 

wrinkled and ensuring you won’t put 
o� folding. 

• Install floating shelves. Floating 
shelves won’t cost a lot of money, but 
they can be ideal in cramped laundry 
rooms. Shelves provide a space to store 
detergent and other items that may not 
fit inside laundry pedestals, including 
baskets.

• Add hanging storage. Some arti-
cles of clothing should not be dried in 
a dryer for fear of shrinking the fabric 
or destroying the item. In such instanc-
es, some readily accessible hanging 
storage capacity can make the laundry 
room more functional. Items can be 
hung on hangers or over a hanging rack 
suspended from the ceiling if space is 
minimal.

Laundry rooms are heavily used spaces in a home, so it makes sense to take steps to make 
these areas as functional as possible.

How to make a laundry room a more functional space

F

http://www.taylorflooringnj.com
mailto:info@rwstitle.com
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KENNEDY WINDOWS & DOORS
CALL OR TEXT FOR FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE

(732) 841-6110
joe@kennedywindows.com

NJHIC 13VH07828300

PLATINUM PELLA CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR
Platinum Pella Contractors have earned Pella's highest level of certification for an independent  
contractor. We have the product and installation know-how to deliver an end-result you'll love. 

"Mr. Kennedy was very thorough with his presentation of the product. No pressure and very patient with all our questions.  
The installers were meticulous, very clean and efficient. I highly recommend Kennedy Windows and Doors."  – Colm M., Brick NJ 

WHY KENNEDY WINDOWS?
20 Plus Years Pella Experience

Expert Installation
Competitive Pricing
Licensed & Insured
Financing Available

here is no denying the appeal 
of a sunroom. Sunrooms bring 
more of the outdoors inside 
by bridging the gap between 

home and yard. Demand is shifting, 
with more than 61 percent of home-
owners now preferring four-season 
insulated rooms for year-round use, 
according to Market Reports World. 
A sunroom has the potential to o�er 
a roughly 50 percent return on invest-
ment and can cost anywhere from 
$22,000 to $72,000 on average.

A sunroom addition is a significant 
investment and a decision not to take 
lightly, as it changes both the interi-
or floor plan and backyard space. To 
decide if a sunroom really is a worth-
while endeavor, it’s important for 
homeowners to consider the footprint 
of their homes/yards, how they plan 
to use the space, and the amount of 
sun the home receives.

HOME FOOTPRINT
Professionals with the National As-

sociation of Realtors say that a sun-
room should not consume more than 

30 percent of the remaining back-
yard and urge homeowners to avoid 
over-developing a lot. If installing a 
sunroom will leave a homeowner with 
only a small patch of yard afterwards, 

the result can feel heavy and unbal-
anced. It also won’t match the neigh-
borhood. Another consideration is the 
local zoning ordinances where a per-
son lives. The City of Los Angeles, for 
example, warns that most towns re-
quire a setback between the sunroom 
structure and the property line. It’s 
also important to look at the home’s 
roof and whether or not the sunroom 
will fall right under the eaves or if it 
will require an expensive tie-in to the 
existing roof.

UTILITY
It is vital that homeowners deter-

mine how they will use the space and 
when. This will dictate the type of sun-
room that should be built. A three-sea-
son room is typically uninsulated with 
only single-pane glass. This is ideal if 
someone is looking for a screened-in 
retreat without all of the bugs and a 
little weather protection. Four-season 
rooms are fully insulated and tie into a 
home’s HVAC system. This space will 
be functional all year long, but it is a 
more expensive undertaking as well.

LIGHT EVALUATION
The purpose of a sunroom is to 

benefit from the sun. The value of the 

space will depend entirely on which 
way the room faces. North-facing sun-
rooms have soft light with minimal 
heat or glare that likely can be used all 
day. Morning people can appreciate 
an east-facing sunroom while drinking 
co�ee or reading, and the space will 
cool down in the afternoon. South-fac-
ing rooms will be bright most of the 
day and may need high-end HVAC 
hookups or shades to stay comfort-
able, even in cooler months. West-fac-
ing sunrooms are great for watching 
sunsets, but the hot afternoon sun 
must be considered. UV-rated glass to 
prevent floor fading and even sunburn 
likely will be needed.

It is important to work with a com-
pany that specializes in sunrooms. 
Such firms are experienced in helping 
homeowners design and ultimately 
build these spaces to avoid common 
pitfalls, advises Champion, a window, 
sunroom and home exterior company. 

In general, a sunroom is not a DIY 
project since it typically involves a 
major structural change. It can be a 
viable addition to a home when built 
correctly to remain durable through 
every season.

Is a sunroom right for you?

To decide if a sunroom really is a worthwhile 
endeavor, it’s important for homeowners to 
consider the footprint of their homes/yards, 
how they plan to use the space, and the 
amount of sun the home receives.

T
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Complete Heating
and Air System
$7,90000

 installed
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raditional formal dining rooms 
are not as necessary as they were 
a generation or two ago. A recent 
study by Realtor.com found formal 

dining rooms are often the most underuti-
lized square footage in homes, and a sig-
nificant percentage of Millennial and Gen 
Z homeowners prefer flexible “lifestyle 
rooms” over dining spaces. 

So what can homeowners whose dining 
room tables are covered in mail or the kids’ 
homework do to repurpose the space into 
something they will actually use? The fol-
lowing are five ideas to repurpose a formal 
dining room into a more usable space.

1. Lounge: Those who enjoy hosting 
friends or family without sitting down to 
formal dinners might appreciate trans-
forming the dining space into a cocktail 
lounge. Swapping the dining room table 
and chairs for low swivel chairs around 
a coffee table or high-backed bar stools 
around bar tables easily converts the seat-
ing space. A built-in wet bar or a bar cart 
helps complete this social hub for intimate 
conversation. Paint the room in darker col-
ors or use textured wallpaper to simulate 
an after-hours feel that separates the space 
from the rest of the house.

2. Library: Homeowners can create a 
digital detox zone by way of a cozy library. 
A timeless choice, a library can feature 

floor-to-ceiling bookshelves or built-ins 
and comfortable reading chairs stationed 
by a window. 

3. Music space: Homeowners who play 
an instrument may appreciate a designated 
space for jam sessions. Dining rooms with 
high ceilings and bare floors often pro-
vide excellent acoustics for music. Com-
plement the space with a high-tech audio 
system and sound ba�ing panels for those 
who plan to record.

4. Home o�ce: Hybrid work is a per-
manent fixture in today’s career landscape. 
A dining room located near the front of the 
home presents a prime location for a pro-
fessional workspace. Replace a table with 
a sleek executive desk. An existing bu�et 
or sideboard can be repurposed as print-
er storage or for filing. Consider adding 
French doors or partitions to provide pri-
vacy without compromising on light flow.

5. Homework zone: Active families 
may need to transform the dining room 
into a homework lab that offers a quiet 
space for educational pursuits. Organized 
cabinetry can house school materials, craft 
supplies, and much more, confining it all 
to one room. Locating the computer in the 
space creates a centralized “safe” spot for 
internet browsing and monitoring young 
children in the process.

5 ideas to repurpose 
a formal dining room

Dining spaces may be going the way of the dinosaur, reflecting modern home-
owners’ preferences for more flexible and useful spaces.

T
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f spring and summer are seasons when homeown-
ers focus their renovation energy on outdoor living 
spaces, that attention shifts back inside upon the ar-
rival of fall. People tend to spend much more time 

indoors than outside come late fall and throughout the 
winter. The ambiance inside in fall and winter is notably 
di�erent, as fewer hours of daylight can darken interior 
spaces. Finding ways to brighten home interiors can make 
spaces more inviting in late fall and throughout the win-
ter.

LAYER WITH SHEER AND BLACKOUT CURTAINS
The simplest way to brighten interior spaces is to allow 

natural light to illuminate them, but that can be di�cult in 
homes with blackout curtains. Blackout curtains are high-
ly e�ective at keeping light out, but they won’t do much 
to brighten interior spaces in the winter. Layer blackout 
curtains with sheer curtains so you can still get some pri-
vacy but brighten interior spaces with natural light at the 
same time.

ADD LIGHTING WHEREVER POSSIBLE
The days when interior lighting was limited to floor 

lamps and overhead fixtures are long gone. Various types 
of lighting can now be used to brighten interior spaces 
throughout winter. Recessed lighting is a relatively inex-
pensive upgrade that can brighten any room in a home at 
any point in a day. Unlike a traditional overhead fixture 
where the light emanates from a single source, recessed 
lighting can be installed in various points in the ceiling 
so each corner of a room can be lit up. In addition to re-
cessed lighting, under cabinet lighting in kitchens and on 
bookshelves can brighten spots that traditional fixtures 
typically fail to illuminate. Layering the lighting so light 
comes from various sources can create a brighter feel.

USE COLOR TO YOUR ADVANTAGE
Color is another tool that can be used to brighten in-

terior spaces in the winter. If homeowners are reluctant 
to paint walls with new and brighter colors, then accents 
can lend rooms a lighter feel. Vibrantly colored throw pil-
lows, blankets and fixtures can create a lighter feel when 
residents and guests enter a room. Artwork with light col-
ors also can help to brighten interior spaces.

WASH THE WINDOWS
They are easily overlooked, but dirty windows can 

block natural light and greatly reduce the amount of light 
entering a home through the windows. Clean the interi-
or and exterior of your windows prior to winter so any 
grime that has built up in recent months and years is not 
preventing light from entering your home.

How to brighten interior spaces

Brightly colored accents like throw pillows can help to brighten interior spaces over the winter.

I



 OCTOBER 8 & 9, 2026  STAR NEWS GROUP  PAGE 23WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COM

528 Arnold Avenue
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ

732-892-5200

www.bainshardwarestores.com

1092 Ocean Avenue
Sea Bright, NJ 
732-530-9425

Painting Supplies • Electrical Supplies • Plumbing Supplies 
Garden Supplies • Beach Supplies • Screen Repair 

 Weber Grills • Cleaning Supplies
1301 Third Avenue*

Spring Lake, NJ
732-449-6404

* No Benjamin Moore at this Location

We’re here to help you get your project done!
Stop in to Bain’s & enjoy the great
customer service you’re used to!

© 2026 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.

Provenance® Woven Wood Shades  with  
PowerView® Automation

WINDOW TREATS SHOWROOM
80 BROAD ST., RED BANK, NJ 07701

(732) 219-0303
WWW.WINDOWTREATSINC.COM

INTERIOR VIEWS
2410 NJ-35, MANASQUAN, NJ 08736

(732) 840-5600
WWW.INTERIORVIEWSNJ.COM

http://www.bainshardwarestores.com


WWW.STARNEWSGROUP.COMPAGE 24  STAR NEWS GROUP  OCTOBER 8 & 9, 2026

Your local source for beautiful tile and stone.
Please visit us today!
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